RANCH AT ROARING FORK

Fishing Advisory Committee

Minutes of December 29, 2009 Working Session

Present: Stephanie McConaughy was present at the gazebo. Dan Bishop, George Pucak and Arnie Goldblatt participated via conference call.

Others Present: Doc Doxey, Rick Carsten, and Richard Sierzant.

Absent: J.P. Pfaust (due to illness).

This meeting was conducted as a working session to address short term issues and to create an agenda for the planned March 2010 meeting. The meeting date was originally planned for early January 2010 but had to be changed to December 29, 2009 because schedules conflicted with a January meeting.

New Business:

Stocking 2010. Doc provided invoices from the 2009 stocking program, when fish were purchased from two different companies: Crowther’s Fresh Water Trout ($2,600 for 600 pounds rainbow trout) and Liley Fisheries ($2,215.57 for 460 pounds rainbow trout). See FAC minutes 10-03-09. In 2009, we stocked large fish (2-3 pound and 12-15 inch rainbows) in the old and new stream, two trophy ponds and condo pond. Dan Bishop explained that the 2009 stocking diverged from the “ladder” program in previous years that has been recommended by Bob O’Brien, RRF consultant. The ladder program involves stocking rainbow trout in the range of 8 to 12 inches, with the notion that these will migrate throughout the stream system and grow into larger fish. After discussion, the FAC decided to recommend stocking 10-12 inch rainbows in the old and new stream system. The FAC plans to seek input from the RRF community about additional stocking of larger fish in the trophy ponds and elsewhere. Stocking is planned for late March 2010, with special attention to places where stream work was done in 2009. This time table will give the FAC opportunity to hear from the community prior to and at the March meeting.  

Action Item: At the January 4, 2010 meeting of the RRF Board of Directors (BOD), the FAC recommended that the BOD authorize Doc Doxey to purchase approximately 600 pounds of rainbow trout for $2,500. JP Pfaust will investigate prices and sizes available from Crowther’s Freshwater Trout and Liley Fisheries, Inc, with stocking to take place at the end of March 2010. The FAC further recommended that any additional stocking of big fish for the trophy ponds and elsewhere be considered as an additional budget expenditure and that the BOD authorize the FAC to request input from the RRF community regarding the desire for additional stocking of big fish in the trophy ponds and elsewhere, and thereafter, to report back to the BOD with recommendations and budget proposals.

Fish Feeding.  Doc reported that the RRF staff has been feeding fish this year as done in the past. Rick Carsten reported that he feeds fish at the beginning of Winter (e.g., November, early December) and again in Spring, as long as fish rise to the food. Feeding is not done in the colder months when fish are less active. After discussion, the FAC and staff agreed that the goal of the fish feeding program should be to maintain the health of fish over the winter months and not to grow large fish. 

Dan Bishop and JP Pfaust (via email) reported that at least one member of the RRF community has been observed regularly feeding fish. JP Pfaust received an email from a RRF resident reporting this as a concern. The FAC agreed that fish feeding by individuals other than the RRF staff may undermine the RRF fish feeding program and could possibly discourage natural fish feeding behavior in the summer months. The FAC recommended that the BOD take action to communicate with RRF residents about the fish feeding policy.


Action Item: The FAC recommended that Doc Doxey and RRF staff continue with the current feeding fish program. The FAC further recommended that the BOD confirm that all fish feeding is to be done only by RRF staff and not by any individual members of the RRF community. The FAC recommended that the BOD post the fish feeding policy on the RRF website and that the BOD inform any RRF community members who are feeding fish that this is against RRF policy.

“Demucking” Upper Spawners. After completion of the stream improvement work in 2009, the RRF consultant, Bob O’Brien, recommended that additional work be done to remove silt build up in the Upper Spawners section of the stream below the bridge where the old and new stream V-off. (The 10-03-09 FAC minutes incorrectly referred to Lower Spawners for this work.) Bob O’Brien felt that the work could be easily done by Rick Carsten and RRF staff in the winter months when the ground is frozen. The FAC recommended that the BOD authorize Doc Doxey and Rick Carson to conduct this work as part of regular stream maintenance this winter. The work could be done by Rick with a mini-X operating from the banks with minimal disturbance to the stream bed. Because this is a maintenance job, Doc reported that no permit is required for the work. The FAC felt that the work should be considered part of the personnel percentage for waterways maintenance in the current budget.

Action Item: The FAC recommended that the BOD authorize Doc Doxey and Rick Carsten to conduct work to remove silt in the Upper Spawners section as part of regular stream maintenance in Winter 2010. No new budget allocation was requested for this work.
FAC Liaison to the BOD. The minutes of the October 2009 BOD meeting stated that Gordon Nelson resigned as FAC liaison. 

Action Item: The FAC requested that the BOD appoint a member of the BOD to act as FAC liaison. The FAC requested that the liaison be a flyfisher. 

Appointment of FAC Members. It was not clear whether the FAC members have been officially appointed by the BOD. 

Action Item: If not already formalized, the FAC requested that the BOD confirm the appointment of the current FAC membership (Bishop, Pucak, Goldblatt, Pfaust, and McConaughy) and the appointment of Bishop as FAC Chair.

FAC Report to BOD. The FAC will provide a report to the BOD on January 4, 2010 with the five action items summarized above. Since Dan Bishop will not be in area, Stephanie McConaughy will present the FAC report to the BOD. JP Pfaust will also try to attend.

Next FAC Meeting.  A FAC meeting will be scheduled in early March, 2010. A tentative date was set for March 6, 2010. The FAC is aiming for a Saturday meeting to facilitate attendance by interested community members. Notice and proposed agenda will be posted on the FAC website in advance. Tentative agenda items are:

· River keeping--grass control on bank sides and within streams 

· Possibility of building a new shelter near skeet range or elsewhere

· Use of pegged-egg or Moffitt technique for fishing

· Continued discussion of long-term master waterways/fishing plan

Addendum to Minutes--FAC Report to BOD meeting, January 4, 2010:

Stephanie McConaughy and JP Pfaust attended the RRF BOD meeting on 01-04-09.
They presented the FAC’s Recommended Action Items (see separate report). The BOD agreed to review the report and take action on or before their February 1, 2010 meeting.  

Stocking 2010.

JP Pfaust reported that he contacted Liley Fisheries about RRF stocking. They proposed to provide 600 pounds of 10-12-inch rainbow trout for $2,250, plus $300 for delivery and stocking, plus tax. 

Demucking Upper Spawners. 

Brian Petett asked what would be done with removed fill from Upper Spawners. JP Pfaust volunteered to provide an estimate of material to be removed and to oversee the work with Rick Carsten. No work is planned for the Lower Spawners section.

FAC Liaison to the BOD and Appointment of FAC Members.

The BOD plans to take action on committee liaisons and approval of committee appointments at the February meeting.

Submitted by Stephanie McConaughy, Secretary
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